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September 2024

Dear Parents and Students:

On behalf of all staff, we welcome you to Westhill High School. This handbook is
designed as a guide regarding Westhill High School’s program and expectations. It
contains general information, a brief school history, and our policies and procedures. It
also contains a description of our building facilities and our Code of Conduct. It is
important to review this handbook with your child.

This handbook is an important communication tool between the home and school. Please
stress to your child the learning process and the importance of being involved with the
Westhill High School community of learning. Encourage your child to work diligently to
meet the New York State learning standards, to meet the expectations of a high school
student, and to participate in extracurricular activities. A healthy balance of studies and
activities increases student success. Please feel free to call our office at (315)426-3100
extension 3101. If we are not available, please leave your name and number with the
office staff and we will return your call as soon as possible.

We welcome any suggestions you may have regarding how we might improve this
handbook in future years. We look forward to a positive partnership and a successful
school year. The very best success is achieved when the school, the student, and the
guardian(s) all work together cooperatively. We look forward to a very exciting year!

Sincerely,

Daniel Dolan Meghan Snell
Principal Assistant Principal



2

SECTION ONE

THE WESTHILL CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Westhill Central School District officially came into existence on July 1, 1958. Earlier that year the citizens in three common
districts voted to centralize and form one school district with the purpose of improving educational opportunities for their
children.

The three former common school districts forming the centralization were: Geddes No. 1 (Westvale), Onondaga No. 3 (Avery),
and Onondaga No. 6 (Onondaga Hill). The district is bound on the east by the city of Syracuse, on the south by the Onondaga
Central School District, on the west by the West Genesee School District, and on the north by the village of Solvay.
Geographically the District runs approximately north and south with former Common District Onondaga No. 5 forming a narrow
connecting link with Geddes No. 1 to the north and Onondaga No. 6 to the south. The district covers an approximate distance
of seven miles north to south and its greatest width is about two and one half miles.

Westhill Junior–Senior High School opened in September 1961, offering programs for grades 7–10. The first graduating class
received its diplomas in June 1964. In September 1964, Westhill was officially registered by the Education Department of the
University of the State of New York. In September of l973, the Westhill Junior–Senior High School became the Westhill High
School serving grades 9–12.

In 1990, the New York State Education Department named Westhill as one of the most outstanding schools in the state, and in
1992 we were selected by Redbook Magazine as one of the 140 finest high schools in the United States, honored for our overall
excellence. Our greatest honor came in 1993 when Westhill High School was named as a Blue Ribbon School by the United
States Department of Education.

As we begin the 2023-2024 school year, we continue to put forth the effort as teachers, administrators, and students that
brought us national recognition in the nineties. Westhill continues to maintain its reputation as one of the finest high schools in
the state through our varied achievements: an educational record second to none, combined with successes in sports, music and
drama, art and photography, and academic competitions. Many of you have already been a part of these achievements:

The remainder of this handbook explains our expectations and guidelines, designed to ensure that all of you continue to have the
best opportunities to obtain an education that will serve you well beyond high school. Enjoy the year!

Westhill High School
2024-2025 Highlights

Fine Arts Department
Visual Arts 2023-2024

● 3 art students created portraits of 3 orphaned children in Syrian refugee camps
● 1 art student won an art contest run by Veterans Affairs
● Studio Art students created scratchboard art based on vintage photographs of Native Americans
● Students competed in the annual Scholastics Art Competition earning 1 Gold Key award, 3 Silver Key award and 5 Honorable Mention Awards
● All 9 Scholastic Award Winners had their artwork on display at OCC from January through March
● Ceramics students traveled to the Everson Museum on May 3rd to compete in the annual Feats of Clay competition with 30 other schools.
● Ceramic students' artwork was awarded first place at the New york State Fair
● Students in Art Club created dozens of different T-shirt designs for extra curricular activities.
● The Art Department with help from the Portfolio Club put on our annual High School Art Show on May 21st from 6-7pm

Music 2023-2024
● Westhill named as a NAMM Foundation Best Community for Music Education in the Nation for 2024
● Music Students selected to instrumental and vocal honor groups including:

○ NYSSMA Area All-State
○ Syracuse Youth Wind Symphony
○ Symphoria Youth Orchestra
○ OCMEA All County Band, Chorus
○ NYSBDA Honor Band

● 66 students performed more than 1400 hours of musical service through their participation in the Tri-M National Honor Society for Music.
● Via large ensembles (Band and Chorus), small ensembles (Jazz, Percussion, Small Vocal Groups, Chamber Music Groups), and Tri-M solos, Westhill High School

provided our local community with more than 200 performances this year alone.
● The Westhill High School Music Department traveled to New York City where the Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band performed in a festival at White Plains High

School with Nationally renowned clinicians Dr. Andy Pease and Dr. Reed Chamberlain, attended Broadway shows (Six, Blue Man Group, Wicked), visited the Natural
History Museum, and took guided tours at the 9/11 Memorial and Museum.
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● The Westhill Instrumental Music Department now has a Modern Band program: Modern Band is a school-based ensemble that features contemporary and popular styles
and rock-style instruments. Our Modern Band is student led and advised by Mr. Van Epps - the group meets on Fridays after school at the same time as our Audio
Production and Engineering Club, advised by Mr. Riley, so the groups can work in parallel and also collaborate on projects! Modern Band performed at the LaFayette
Rock Fest, Funk and Waffles, Crazy Daisies, and a variety of other local venues. The year culminated in a recording session at SubCat studios funded by the Westhill
Education Foundation.

● More than seventy WHS Music students performed NYSSMA Solos for state adjudication.
● The Westhill Education Foundation sponsored our Day of Jazz featuring Jack Brass Band. JBB led our grade 7-12 Jazz Ensembles in a day of masterclasses, concerts,

and clinics. They performed for students at OHMS, WHS, and also the greater community in an evening concert.

Science Department:
● Planned field trips to several locations to extend classroom & community learning

○ Salmon River Fish Hatchery, Wastewater Treatment Plant, Zoo, Onondaga Historical Society, & Redlining Tour.
● First year offering AP Biology and AP Environmental Science.

Business/Computer/DECA/Yearbook Highlights
DECA

○ NYC trip in November to tour DirecTv
○ Regional and state competitions in December and March were extremely successful!
○ Many winners at both the regional and state level!

● Yearbook - Created/designed another outstanding book full of memories. This continues to be an excellent real-life opportunity for learning.
● Graphic Arts & Media - designed the literary magazine for the year including the cover and table of contents.
● Business and Computer Awards winners this year were Sam Smithers and Dominic Zawadzki, and well as senior breakfast winners Gavin Borne and Sophia Petrone!

Technology
Project Lead The Way End of Course Assessment Results:

● Design and Drawing for Production
○ 25 Students are eligible for College Credit at RIT

● Principles of Engineering
○ 7 Students are eligible for College Credit at RIT

● Civil Engineering & Architecture
○ 5 Students are eligible for College Credit at RIT

● Engineering Essentials
○ 10 Students are eligible for College Credit at RIT

● Digital Electronics
○ 5 Students are eligible for College Credit at RIT

● Computer Science Principles
○ 18 of 19 students taking the class took the class for AP credit.

● In the previous year, 2022_2023, 20 students applied for college credit which gave us $400 of Grant Money from RIT.
Student Awards:

● Outstanding Engineering Student
○ Cade Caloia

● Outstanding Technology Student
○ Michael Kurgan and Nathan MacLachlan

● The following students earned PLTW certificates for taking 5 or more PLTW classes.
○ Connor Knohl
○ Nathan MacLachlan
○ Gianna Spasevski
○ Cade Caloia
○ Steven Medeiros
○ Michael Fanelli

● Eight other students achieved newly designed awards for their achievements in our Technology curriculum.
Special Events:

● Nicholas Scheel and Zane Eldred participated and came in 1st place in the Most Embedded design contest.

ELA Highlights:
● Students in OCC English gained newfound perspectives this year. In particular, they researched and wrote about the emergence of current issues to analyze how

speculative fiction has real merit in their lives, and continues to dictate societal “new normals” on multiple levels.
● Using both “We Video” and “i-Movie" platforms, students in “Documentary Film Studies” spent time developing ideas and researching current issues to become

stakeholders to produce their own documentary films.
● The True Crime class at Westhill High School listened to a local podcast entitled Firecracker, The Murder of Carol Ryan and had the opportunity to talk about the local

cold case and obtain expert advice from its creator Katrina Tulloch, a journalist for Syracuse.com. The students then explored a true crime case of their own choosing,
uncovering the facts through in-depth research, and with a visit to LeMoyne College’s Keenan Center for Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Creativity, they learned the
art of storytelling and created their own True Crime podcasts, developing research, storytelling, and ethical communication skills in the process.

● Ninth-grade Honors English students engaged in a "History Remix" project. To spark their creativity, the project kicked off with presentations by Robert Searing, Curator
of History at the Onondaga Historical Association, and Vanessa Johnson, a local griot/storyteller. Inspired by their expertise, students transformed into detective teams,
researching fascinating local figures and events that shaped their communities. Crafting books aimed at engaging young minds in 3rd grade, students then visited Cherry
Road Elementary to gather feedback from their target audience. This valuable collaboration helped them refine their first drafts, ensuring the historical journeys would
spark the imaginations of young readers. This combination of expert guidance and hands-on experience nurtured research, writing, and storytelling skills, bringing the
"History Remix" projects to life.

● Tenth-grade English classes were involved in a research project on racial profiling cases followed by a field trip to The Keenan Center at LeMoyne College, where they
learned the skills of writing for an audience and recording a podcast on their subject matter.

● Tenth-grade students visited the Onondaga County Courthouse where they listened to closing arguments in a civil trial and took a tour of the Courthouse. Students were
treated to a luncheon with a question/answer panel of attorneys and support staff at Hancock Estabrook,LLC law firm.
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● The WHS Literary Magazine represents the WHS student body's fantastic creativity and showcases various artistic formats. Congratulations to all who submitted work
for this year’s magazine: Visionaries!

Social Studies Department:
The Social Studies Department had a monumental year for implementing new state mandates and participating in Westhill Community Service. We organized and facilitated the St.
Lucy’s Food Drive for the 39th year! We began our work on the Seal of Civic Readiness Program for the Class of 2024 last summer and it was a huge success. Mrs. Johnson created
a new club for Westhill: HOSA for students going into the medical field. She also hosted the legislative breakfast with the AP Government class. Furthermore, Mrs. Johnson was
recognized by Principal Dan Dolan as ‘Offensive Player of the Year!”; an honor that is well deserved! Mr. Rahme continued a successful program for students called “AP Mentors”
with the purpose of navigating the rigors of AP United States History. We also organized an amazingly successful baby shower for two of our department members!

Special Education Department:
● Huge shout out to Mrs. Kurro for:

○ Coordinating all of the CDOS paperwork and helping get graduation requirements for our students
○ Communicating with and arranging field trips and job sites with companies around CNY

● The new 12:1:1 Career & Life Skills and Self Management classes were a huge success and taught our students valuable skills they will use the rest of their lives
○ Students went on 10 field trips to learn about careers at businesses around CNY
○ Students had weekly job site visits where they worked with a job coach to complete various tasks and gain hands on experience
○ Students cooked almost weekly on Tasty Tuesdays.
○ Syracuse University PRE-ETS program came to provide students with vocational training
○ The students provided staff with a holiday lunch with pasta, etc.

● The Special Olympics send-off was expanded and celebrated by all students in the building, which highlighted our athletes and their accomplishments

Math Department:
● The math department welcomed a new teacher, Harrison Rosenburgh. This year Mr. Rosenburgh taught Algebra II Regents, Topics in Math, and Algebra

1 AIS labs, all of which he has never taught before.
● This year was the first administration of the Next Generation Algebra 1 standards. Mrs. Cerio, Mrs. Galey, and Mrs. Hatt put in hours of work over the

summer to analyze the standards and create unit outlines.
● This year was also the first year for our Financial Algebra course taught by Mrs. Warne. She felt that it went well and that students were interested in the

content; there’s more buy-in from students when math is presented in a context that’s meaningful to them. She looks forward to continuing her work on
making higher-level algebra concepts more accessible to her students.

● Mrs. Hatt attended a BOCES math leadership conference, which focused on changes to standards, graduation pathways and seals, and on the 8
standards for mathematical practices. This was a great opportunity to connect with teachers/administrators from other districts as well as initiate good
conversations with Meaghan Stanton, our K- 8 instructional coach, which she hopes continues with the new coach.

● Mr. Rosenburgh attended a BOCES Career and Technical Education External Program Review to serve as a math representative. He has also been
approved by OCC to teach OCC Precalculus next year and attended their new-instructor professional development

World Language Department:
Spanish II
Students continued to hone their skills with vocabulary and grammar acquisition along with developing new interpersonal skills to help with communication. We studied the topics of
school, hobbies, special events and their childhood. Students wrote a short children's book about a Superhero and learned about different cultural aspects of the Spanish speaking
world.

Spanish IV Honors
All students were able to receive OCC credits through their completion of the course. Students showed major growth as they participated almost exclusively in the Spanish language.
We studied the topics of personal identification, life in the city, media and communication, family and the environment. In addition, students researched cultural topics throughout the
year to improve their world understanding and further honed their vocabulary, grammar and communication skills.

French Club and FNHS activities

● Ciné Club throughout the year
● Top Chef French cooking competition
● Correspondence with Belgian Penpals
● French Club X-mas party with crepes and games
● Syracuse Crunch game : French night at the CRUNCH!
● The Belgian Visit ! 42 Belgian students spent 3 amazing days with us!

o presentation of our experience to the Westhill Foundation
o Cirque du Soleil: Corteo performance

● French National Honor Society induction in April with the help of all of the previous year’s Members.
● AP « graduation » ceremony: cords, certificates, berets & cake
● AP French dinner at Joelle’s French Bistro
● Peer Tutoring : Quarters 2 and 3
● Launching of OCC French 201 and 202

Spanish Club

● Participated in the Pulsera Project where we sold handmade bracelets and purses and all proceeds went back to the communities that made the products. We raised $440
that pays for 6.29 months of schooling, 3.52 months of fairtrade employment, and 22% of a house for an artisan. We also received a donation of $100 from the Literary
Magazine to add to the cause as a commitment for artistic expression.

● Bake sale around Halloween to raise funds for the club.
● Cultural music
● Movies
● Games
● Cultural holidays and traditions

○ Día de los Muertos
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WESTHILL HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

CREDITS

All students at Westhill High School must obtain a total of 22 credits in order to receive a Westhill Diploma. Each credit is
earned by achieving a course average of 70% or more. The minimum number of credits to be earned in each subject is as
follows:

English - 4 credits (English 9, 10, 11, 12)
Social Studies - 4 credits (including Global History, American History, Economics and Government)
Science - 3 credits; one must be in a life science course, one must be in a physical science course, and the third may be in either
life sciences or physical sciences.
Mathematics - 3 credits
World Language (language other than English) - 1 credit must be earned by the completion of grade 9; may be earned either by
studying the language in seventh and eighth grade and passing the State second language proficiency exam; or by passing a level
1 World Language course or State proficiency exam in high school.
Visual Arts and/or Music - 1 credit (see the Course Catalog for a list of courses which satisfy this requirement)
Health Education - 1/2 credit
Physical Education - 2 credits (1/2 credit per year)

Note: Students may substitute a locally approved technology course for the third Mathematics or Science, but not both (see the
Course Catalog for a list of courses which may be used to satisfy this option).

DIPLOMAS

According to the Commissioner’s Regulations, two primary types of diplomas are available to Westhill High School students: the
Regents Diploma, and the Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation. The requirements of each are described below:

Regents Diploma

Credits – see above

Examinations – must achieve a score of 65 or more on each of the following Regents Examinations:

English – Common Core English Exam (grade 11)
English – Comprehensive Exam (grade 11)
Global History and Geography (grade 10)
United States History and Government (grade 10)
Mathematics – Any Regents Exam in Math
Science – Any Regents Exam in Science

OR 4 Regents Exams + 1 Pathway Option

(Refer to page 5 of the Course Catalog for a description of the various pathway options.)

Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

Credits – all coursework necessary for the Regents Diploma, plus World Language – two additional credits (total of three – must
be in the same language)
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Examinations – scores of 65 or more on all exams required for the Regents Diploma, plus scores of 65 or more on each of the
following:

Mathematics: Geometry and Algebra 2
Science: a second Science Regents Exam, one of the two must have been a

Regents in a physical science other than a life science
World Language: the local proficiency exam

OR 7 Regents Exams + 1 Pathway Option

(Refer to page 5 of the Course Catalog for a description of the various pathway options.)

Students pursuing the Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation may complete a 5-unit “sequence” in occupational (career
and technical) education, art, business, or music in lieu of the two additional credits and the Regents Exam in the World
Language as described above. These students are still required, however, to earn the one World Language unit listed above as
part of the 22 credits necessary for graduation.


