Westhill Central School District

District Office
400 Walberta Road
Syracuse, New York 13219-2214
Phone: 426-3210

District Office Administration:

Mr. Stephen Dunham, Superintendent of
Schools

Mr. Steven Smith, Assistant Superintendent
for Business Administration

Mr. Richard Chapman, Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum and
Instruction

District Office Staff:

Mrs. Laurie Lowe, Secretary to the
Superintendent and District Clerk

Mrs. Anita Metz-Martin, Treasurer

Mrs. Patricia Kesler, Payroll

Ms. Cheryl Robinson, Health Benefits

Mrs. llea Perez-Torres, Accounts Payable

Office Hours:

The District Office is open throughout the
school yearfrom 8:00a.m.t04:00 p.m.except
forlegal holidays and certain school holidays.

Walberta Park School

(Gr. K-1)
400 Walberta Road
Syracuse, New York 13219-2214

Dr. Beth Kramer, Principal

Main Office 426-3200
Health Office....ernee. 426-3203
Hours:

Student: 8:50 a.m. - 3:05 p.m.
Office:  8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Cherry Road School

(Gr. 2-4)
201 Cherry Road
Syracuse, New York 13219-1537

Mr. Jeremie Auge, Principal

Main Office..cneeienen 426-3300
Health Office...necenene 426-3306
Hours:

Student: 9:05 a.m. - 3:20 p.m.
Office:  8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

District-Wide Personnel
Mrs. Marietta Lachenauer,
Director of Special Education......... 426-3226
Ms. Katie Harmon, Director of Educational

Technology. 426-3300
Mrs. Michele Rether,
Transportation Supervisor............... 426-3030
Kyle Rogers,
Food Service Director......covurerenns 426-3019

Ms. Jennie Smarrelli, Director of Physical
Education, Health and Athletics....426-3020

Onondaga Hill Middle School

(Gr. 5-8)
4860 Onondaga Road
Syracuse, New York 13215-2241

Mrs. Kathryn Ta, Principal
Mrs. Meaghan Stanton, Assistant Principal

Main Office.. s 426-3400

Counseling ....nereeneeeseensennens 426-3408

Psychologist.......cnrnieneenens 426-3409

Nurse 426-3406
Hours:

Student: 7:33 a.m.-2:11 p.m.
(IA 2:11 p.m. - 2:55 p.m.)

Office:  7:15a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Westhill High School

(Gr.9-12)

4501 Onondaga Boulevard
Syracuse, New York 13219-3318

Mr. Daniel Dolan, Principal
Ms. Meghan Snell, Assistant Principal

Main Office 426-3100

Guidance... 426-3014

Nurse.......... 426-3015

Athletic Director........ceeeeneee 426-3020

Custodian Night.......ccceeeevenne. 426-3017
Hours:

Student: 7:40 a.m.-2:10 p.m.
(IA2:10 p.m. - 2:55 p.m.)

Office:  7:30a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Board of Education

Mrs. Lisa O'Reilly....cvvrrererrererrenncs President
Mr. Andrew Starowicz........... Vice President
Mr. Andrew Hunter..........eeeennnee Member
Mr. Christopher Haigney................. Member

Ms. Kelly Ristoff Coholan................ Member

Meetings of the Board of Education are normally held two
Mondays of each month throughout the school year af
6:00 p.m. in the Westhill High School Library. The public
is invited to attend these meetings. The Board, whose
members are elected for a five-year term, represents the
residents of the district. The Board is responsible for policies
and regulations governing public education within the
district and delegates the overall management of these
policies to the Superintendent as its Chief Executive Officer,




Academic Intervention Services (AlS)

Supplementaryinstructioninreadingand mathisavailable to studentswho
qualify through the district's AIS program. Qualification for these services is
determinedbytesting,teacherreferral,and/orChildStudyTeamreview.These
servicesareavailableineachofthefourschoolsinthedistrict.Forinformation
oncomplaintproceduresregardingtheseservices,checkthefollowingwebsite:
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/funding/cladcep/ca0809/complaintappeals.htm.

Attendance

TheBoard of Educationrecognizesthatregularschoolattendanceisacritical
factorinstudentsuccess.Schoolattendanceisbotharightandaresponsibility
for all students. The Westhill Central School District is an active partner with
parentsandstudentsinthetaskofensuringthatallstudentsmeetorexceedthe
NewYorkStateLearningStandards.Becausetheschooldistrictrecognizesthat
consistentschoolattendanceandacademicsuccesshaveapositivecorrelation,
acomprehensiveattendancepolicyhasbeendevelopedincompliancewiththe
Commissioner'sregulationsrelatingtoschoolattendance.Copiesofthedistrict's
policy are available to interested persons at individual school offices.

Legal excuses for absence or tardiness recognized under the Education Law
include:

+ lllness

+ lliness or death in family, medical appointments

- Impassable roads or weather making travel unsafe

« Religious observance

« Approved school-supervised trips, music lessons, CSE meetings, test
modifications that extend time

« Court appointment and/or legal circumstances

Absenceortardinessforanyotherreasonisconsideredunexcusedandisentered
onthestudent’spermanentattendancerecord.Eachstudentwhohasbeenabsent
MUSTbringawrittenexcusefromhomeonthedayofhis/herreturntoschool.

Tardinesscannotbeexcusedexceptforthereasonscitedabove.Pleasealsosee
attendance rules listed in the various student handbooks.

Breakfast, Lunch & Snacks

Schoollunches are available every day for all students. In addition, breakfast
is served daily in each building. At Walberta Park and Cherry Road Schools,
students may purchase healthy snacks daily from the cafeteria.

New prices are in effect for this school year as follows: Lunch is $3.25 and
breakfastis$2.25.InformationonNutriKidsandonlinepaymentsisavailableat
www.westhillschools.org under District Info & Programs/Food Service.

Beforeschoolbeginsinthefall,informationwillbemailedhomeoutliningthe
freeandreducedlunchprogram.Also,familieseligibleforfreeorreducedprice
lunches may obtain applications in the schools’ main offices.

Child Abuse and Neglect

ProfessionalstaffmembersarerequiredbylawtoreporttotheCountyRegister
of Child Abuse and Maltreatment when:
1) Theyhavereasonablecausetosuspectthatachildcomingbeforethem
is an abused or maltreated child, or
2) Whentheyhavereasonablecausetosuspectthatachildisanabusedor
maltreatedchildwheretheparentorthepersonlegallyresponsiblefor
suchchildcomesbeforethemintheirprofessional orofficial capacity
andstatesfrompersonalknowledge,facts,conditions,orcircumstances,
whichifcorrect,wouldrenderthechildanabusedormaltreatedchild.

Counseling and Guidance

Counseling and guidance services are an indispensable part of the Westhill
educational system. School counselors are assigned to all students in the
fifth through twelfth grades to assist them in making choices academically,
vocationally, socially, and personally.

Studentsandparentsconcernedwithanyofthefollowingmattersmaywishto
consult with the school counselor.

GPA and Class Rank
Colleges and Private Schools
Course Selections
Graduation Requirements
Program Changes
Scholarships and Loans
Special Programs

Career Planning

College Entrance Exams

College Visits

Extra-Curricular Activities

Referrals to Specialists
(Speech, Psychologists)

Summer Programs

NCAA and College Athletics



Discipline

IncompliancewiththeCommissioner'sregulationsrelatingtostudentdiscipline
andstudentrights,detailedcopiesofthedistrict'scodeofconductareavailable
tointerested personsatindividualschoolofficesandonthedistrict'swebsite.

Emergency Closing of School
ThewintermonthsinCentralNewYorkprovideunsettlingandunpredictable
weather patterns. District personnel monitor the roadways in the district
beginning at 4:00 a.m. Decisions to close or delay the opening of school are
madebyapproximately6:15a.m.Pleasenotethatbecauseoftheheavyvolume
handledbythestations, mistakescanbemadeinreportingwhichdistrictsare
open and which districts may be closed or delayed. It may be wise tolistento
more than one station on these mornings.

Pleasedevelopanemergency planforthechildreninyourfamily.Besurethat
theyareawareofthearrangementsyouhavemadeforthemintheeventthat
you are not home when school is dismissed. Calling parents or having them
callthe schoolis not practical in a true emergency. Remember, parents have
the ultimate authority whether or not to send their children to school when
weatherconditionsmightbeinclement.lfyoubelievethatthesnowistoodeep,
thewindistoocold,ortheconditionsaretoounsettled, pleasekeepyourchild
home for the day and send a note to school regarding this absence. It is an
excused absence.

Health

PHYSICAL: A physical examinationisrequiredforall children entering school
in New York State and routinely for all childrenin gradesK, 1,3,5,7,9and 11.
Parentsareencouragedtohavetheirfamilyphysiciancompletetheexamination
andreporttheresultstothehealth office of the child’s schoolby November 1.
Aschoolphysicianwillcompleteaphysicalappraisalincaseswherethefamily
physicianhasnotbeenconsulted.Aphysicalexaminationisalsorequiredofall
studentswhowishtoparticipateintheathleticprogramorwhodesiretoapply
for working papers.

VISION: Vision screeningfor colorperception, distanceand nearvisionacuity
will be required for new entrants within 6 months of admission to school.
Distance and near vision acuity will be required in gradesK, 1,3,5,7and 11.

HEARING: Hearing screening utilizing pure tone testing will be required for
new entrants within 6 months of admission to schoolandingradesK, 1, 3,5,
7and 11.

SCOLIOSIS: Scoliosis screening will be requiredin grades 5 and 7 for girlsand
grade 9 for boys.

DENTAL: A dental certificate is recommended by New York State for all
childreningradesK, 1,3,5,7,9 and 11.Please contactyourdentist for written
verificationregardingyourchild’sdentalhealthandturnitintothehealthoffice.

IMMUNIZATIONS:  Updated information can be located at www.
westhillschools.org under District Info & Programs/Health Services.

MEDICATION: School health personnel cannot legally diagnose, prescribe
ortreat. Ifitisnecessary, however,forachildtoreceive medicationduringthe
school hours, the following procedure must be followed:

I. Awrittenrequestfromtheparentsthatmedicationbegiventotheir
child.

2. Aparentorguardian mustdeliver medication to the school nurse.
Studentsarenotallowedtotransportmedicationinbackpacksoron
the school bus.

3. Awrittenorderfromthephysicianprescribingthemedicationstating
thenameofthemedication,dosage,timetobegiven,andtheeffect
of the medication.

School health personnel are most willing to administer
medication under the above conditions.
REPORT TO PARENTS: In every case where a school health examination
revealsadefectorsymptom,parentswillbenotifiedbyschoolhealthpersonnel
oftheneedforfurtherdiagnosticstudy.Atthistime, formsaresenttoparentsto
befilledoutbythedoctorsonecessaryadjustmentsmaybemadeintheschool
program if indicated.

Homebound Instruction

TheWesthillCentral SchoolDistrictrecognizestheneedtoprovidetimelyand
sufficienthomeboundinstruction(tutoring)toitsresidentchildrenwhoqualify
for homebound instruction due to long-term iliness or a Superintendent's
Hearing. These students shall be provided with homebound instruction
in accordance with New York State Education Law and Commissioner's
regulations. Parents should contact the building principal or school nurseto
make arrangements for homebound instruction and should be prepared to
present a doctor's note regarding the reason for and length of absence.



Homework
Inourefforttoprovideeducationthatwillmeetthevaryingneedsofallstudents,
itisthepolicyofthedistricttoassignsomedirected out-of-classworkbeyond
the regular school day.

Out-of-classworkisassignedtohelpthestudentbecomemoreself-reliant,learn
toworkindependently,improvetheskillsthathavebeentaught,andcomplete
certain worthwhile books, projects or research.

Parentscanbevaluablepartnersandco-workersbyparticipatingwiththeirchild
inlocatingmaterials, sharingknowledge, experimentingtogetherinanartor
sciencemedia, listeningtoorviewing schoolworkin process,andassistingin
itsapplication.ltisessentialthatparentsprovideagoodatmosphereforworkat
home.Aspecificplaceshouldbesetasideforthestudentwhichprovidesgood
lighting, ventilation,andisfreefromdistractions. Parentsshould observethe
child at work and be available to give guidance if the need arises.

Asaguidetoparents,theaveragedurationofout-of-classassignmentsshould
approximate the following schedules by grades:

+ GradesK&1—Everyday Math Homelinks are regularly assigned, as
wellassomeinformalassignmentsinothersubjectareas.Unfinished
workmayalsobesenthomeforcompletion. Dailyreadingisstrongly
encouraged.

+ Grade2— Assigned according to the nature of the lesson and daily
effort. Not to exceed 30 minutes.

+ Grade 3 —Assigned according to the nature of the lesson and daily
effort. Not to exceed 30 minutes.

« Grades 4-5 — About 40-60 minutes per night when assigned.

« Grade 6 — 60-75 minutes per night.

« Grades 7-8 — 90 minutes per night.

« Grades 9-12 — 90 to 180 minutes per night.

Kindergarten
Tobeeligibletoenterkindergarten,achildmustturnfiveyearsoldonorbefore
December1stofthatschoolyear.Registrationisheldeachspringforthecoming
yearonthedatenotedinthis calendar.Parents with children of kindergarten
agewhohavenewlyarrivedinthecommunityarerequestedtocontactWalberta
Park School at 426-3200 for kindergarten registration.

Parent Conferences & Visits

Itis essential that the people who most directly influence the child’s life and
development,parentsandteachers,maintainaharmoniouspartnershipworking
forthechild'sbestinterests.Tothisend,thepracticeofindividualparent-teacher
conferences is strongly encouraged in the Westhill School District. Parents
arealwayswelcometo callthe schoolforaconferenceappointmentwith the
teacherorguidancecounselorwhenevertheyfeeltheneedtodiscusstheirchild’s
work.Visitstotheschool byparentsarealsowelcomedandencouraged. Prior
arrangementsmaybemadewiththeteacher,buildingprincipal,orcounselor’s
office.

Parent Advisory Group

Parent groups are an important part of a successful school-community
relationship.They provide aline of communication between school and the
community as well as support the academic program and other individual
school activities.

Attheseniorhighlevel, parentsmeetmonthlytodiscusscurriculum,activities
and concerns with students, teachers, and administrators. At Walberta Park,
CherryRoad,andOnondagaHillMiddleSchool,parentgroupsmeettodiscuss
schoolprogramsandmutualconcernswiththestaffandadministratorsofeach

building.

Physical Education

All students (K-12) are required to participate in the activities of physical
educationclasses.Studentswithanillnessorinjuryofatemporarynaturemaybe
excusedfromactivitybywrittenrequestfromaparent.Prolongedorpermanent
medicalexcusesfromactivitymustbemadeinwritingbyaphysician.Shouldit
beadvisabletoeliminateallormostactivity,theschoolwillprovideasituation
adaptedtomeetthepupil’sneedsandabilities. Awrittenphysician’sreleaseis
requiredforastudenttoreturntoactivityafteraprolongedexcusedabsence.

Studentsarerequiredtochangeintoappropriateclothingforgymclassesatthe
secondarylevel.Allclothingshouldbemarkedwiththestudent'snametohelp
prevent loss. Elementary children must wear sneakers.

Adiversifiedathleticprogramisavailabletobothboysandgirls.Thehighschool’s
student handbook details the many events open to student participation.



Psychological & Family Support Services
Psychologicalandfamily supportservicesatWesthillaredesignedto provide
children,parents,andschoolstaffwithconsultationinavarietyofareasrelated
toachild’seducationandwell-being.Withchildren,theseservicescouldentail
theassessmentofeducationalstrengthsandweaknesses,aswellascounseling
toaddressdevelopmentalandbehavioralchallenges.Theschoolsocialworker
(GradesK-4)andthepsychologists(GradesK-12)workwithparentstoestablish
themosteffectivemeansbywhichthefamilyandschoolcanworktogetherto
benefit the child.

Report Cards

Animportant part of our total program of reporting to parents involves the
use of formal report cards. The primary purpose of this reporting is to give
the parentinformation concerning the child’s progressand achievementsin
thevarioussubjectsbeingstudied,aswellasanappraisalandevaluationofthe
child’s development.

Ifyouhaveaquestionconcerningyourchild’sreportcard, pleasedonothesitate
tocontactyourchild’'steacher.Pleasenotethatprogressreportsandreportcards
forstudentsin grades 7-12 are posted on the Parent Portal and are nolonger
mailedhome.Postingdatesarelistedonthedistrictcalendar.Pleasecontactthe
main office at OHMS or WHS if you have not yet secured the Parent Portal.

Special Education
Throughthedistrict'sCommittee on Special Education,arrangementscanbe
made for students with disabilities to be served in special placements which
providefortheirindividualneeds.Questionsregardingsuchinstructionshould
be directed to the Chairperson of the Committee on Special Education at
426-3226.

Student Accident Insurance
TheBoardofEducationadoptedtheChubblnsuranceCompanyeffective July
1,2011.Thisplanprovideslimitedsecondaryinsurancecoverageforallstudents
enrolledatWesthill.Ifyourchildisinjuredatschool, pleasecontactyourschool
nurse to obtain the appropriate forms.

Student Activities

Awiderangeofplannedactivitiestakingplaceoutsideregularschoolareavailable
toeverystudentaccordingtoindividualinterests,abilitiesandcapabilities.They
includesports,plays,clubs,musicalactivities,socialeventsandStudentCouncil,
withadditionalclubsorganizedwheneverstudentinterestindicatestheneed.

Student Handbook
Allseniorhighschoolstudentsareissuedastudenthandbookatthebeginning
oftheschoolyear.Thishandbookcontainsallrulesandprocedureswhichpoint
thewaytowardastudent’ssuccessinhighschool.Yourchildandfamilyshould
read this handbook carefully and become familiar with its contents.

Student Records

The Westhill Central School District shall comply with the provisions of the
"Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974." Under its provisions,
parents/guardiansandnoncustodial parents, whoserightsare notlimited by
courtorderorformalagreement,ofastudentundereighteen(18),orastudent
whoiseighteen (18)yearsofageorolderorwhoisattendinganinstitution of
post-secondaryeducation,havearighttoinspectandreviewanyandallofficial
records, files,and data.Thisincludesall materialin each student's cumulative
record folder and items that are intended for school use or to be available to
parties outside the school or school system.

Transportation

NewYorkStateschooldistrictsarerequiredbylawtoprovidetransportationfor
allelementaryandsecondarypupilsresidingmorethanaspecifieddistancefrom
school.Reflectingthewillofdistrictresidentstominimizehazardouscrossings
inwalkingtoandfromschool,theWesthillBoard of Educationhasestablished
apolicyoftransportingchildrentoschoolaccordingtoaplanwhicheliminates
theneedforstudentstowalkacrossheavilytraveledhighways.Thesameplan
alsodoesnotrequirestudentstowalkunreasonabledistancestogettoandfrom
school.Studentsareexpectedtoexercisereasonablebehavior,andobeythebus
driveratalltimes.Themisuseofalcohol,tobacco,drugsandothersubstancesis
prohibitedatanyschool-sponsoredeventoronschoolproperty,asoutlinedin
thedistrictCodeofConduct.Anyviolationisregardedveryseriouslybyschool
andwillbedealtwithaccordingly.Studentsinthehighschoolgenerallyarenot
permittedtodrivetoschool.Exceptionsareoutlinedinthestudenthandbook.



Use of School Facilities

Please use ML Schedules to schedule use of any of the school
facilities.  This can be located on the WCSD web page under
Departments and then the Athletics tab. There you will see "Use of
Facilities/ML Schedules". Please note that completion of this form does
not guarantee availability of space. You will be notified of facility use
approval.

A Special Notice
Useofsnowmobiles, all-terrainvehicles,skateboardsandrollerblades
onschoolpropertyisprohibited. Pleasedonotbringanysnowmobiles
orall-terrain vehicles onto school grounds due to the school district’s
insurance policy. Thank you.

Have a question or a concern?
If you wish to see school personnel, itis suggested that you make an
appointment before going to the school.

SUBJECT
Curriculum

Elementary Schools..........
Middle School.........ccovuune..

High School

Psychological

School Policy

School Program

Elementary Schools...........
Middle School........c.ccoeceuu..

High School

Student/Teacher Relations

Elementary Schools...........

Middle School

High School

School Bus Operations

Schedule & Routes.............

Discipline..

PERSON TO SEE

Teacher, Principal
Teacher, Principal
Department Leader

Psychologist, Counselor
Principal
Principal

Counselor, Principal
Counselor, Principal

Teacher, Principal
Teacher, Counselor, Principal
Teacher, Counselor, Principal

Transportation Supervisor
Principal

Late busin a.m. ...ecnercnennennns After ten minutes call bus garage

School Accident........eeecnnen.

School Budget

Other

Health Personnel, Principal

District Office

District Office

TheWesthill Central School District does notdiscriminate on the basis of
age, color, creed, national origin, race, sex, sexual orientation, disability,
marital status, veteran status orany other classification or characteristic |1
protected by law in its employment practices or educational programs.






