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WRT 105, Practices of Academic Writing

Fall 2007

Instructor: Jennifer B. Donegan

Course Credits: 3

Office Hours: By Appointment and e-mail

E-Mail: supa.donegan@verizon.net
Course Description and Rationale:

WRT 105 is an introduction to academic writing that focuses on the practices of analysis and argument, practices that carry across disciplinary lines and into professional and civic writing. These interdependent practices of critical inquiry are fundamental to the work you will do at Syracuse University and later in your careers and civic engagements. 

As Rosenwasser and Stephen claim in Writing Analytically 4th edition, “Analysis is a form of detective work that begins not with the views you already have, but with something you are seeking to understand…[A]nalysis typically pursues something puzzling; it finds questions where there seem not to be any; and it makes connections that might not have been evident at first” (41). For example, you analyze when you deliberate about what major might expand your horizons, or decide who you will vote for in the next Presidential election, or come to understand better world events by reading a variety of text in culture.

As the course unfolds, you will find that learning to write analytically is largely a matter of discovering how to pose questions and make claims. To this end, you will be asked to write, edit, and rethink your own work, to critique the papers of your peers, to engage in research, and to write critical responses to a variety of heuristics.  The goal of these heuristics is to help you acquire confidence in your own ability to read and write with precision and sophistication. The units in this course all consist of critical inquiry.  For example, you will be writing and thinking analytically; developing a research- based argumentative analysis, and examining the language of texts.  Most importantly, you will be reinventing yourself by taking challenges as a writer and thinker.

Course Goals for WRT 105

· Students will compose a variety of texts as a process (inventing, drafting, revising, editing) that takes place over time, that requires thinking and rethinking ideas, and that addresses diverse audiences and rhetorical contexts.

· Students will develop a working knowledge of strategies and genres of critical analysis and argument.

· Students will learn critical techniques of reading through engagement with texts that raise issues of diversity and community and encourage students to make connections across difference. 
· Students will include critical research in their composing processes. 
Work of the Course 

It is important to keep in mind that writing well depends upon reading well. The course texts will provide you with ideas and arguments, facts and statistics. They will prompt thought as you agree or disagree or qualify those ideas. They enlarge the context for our class discussion. And they illustrate choices other writers have made as they composed. Writing and reading are interdependent practices, and you will move between the two regularly throughout the course. 
Three major papers, and a jumpstart unit response will be completed during the course.  Although we will be working with drafts in both formal and informal settings, you are encouraged to conference with me by appointment or through e-mail for consultation and clarification. Attendance is required, as class participation is crucial in calculating your final grade.  All papers are due in class on the assigned date, along with the invention work (which will be used to craft your final portfolio).  Late papers are subject to lowering of the grade or a complete loss of credit.   All formal papers must be typed, font size 12, and double-spaced in accordance with MLA guidelines. I also ask that you back up all completed work on a disc to be placed in your portfolio. 

Grading: The breakdown is as follows:
	Units Of Study
	% Of Grade
	Major Paper

Due Dates



	Jumpstart Unit: Mind the Gap 
	10%
	Sept. 20th

	Unit I: Analysis: Re-imagining The Normal 
	25%
	Oct. 12th

	Unit II: The Documented Argument: Exclusion &Difference
	30%
	Nov. 27th

	Unit III: Multi-Literacy: The Troubled Word 
	25%
	Jan. 10th

	Final Showcase Portfolio 
	10%
	Jan. 15th


Feedback 
You will receive many different kinds of feedback during this course. Some will come from fellow students and some will come from me. Both are important; they tell you in various ways how your readers are responding to your writing. This feedback will also help you learn how to assess your own work.

Syracuse University Grading Scale:

100-96:

A

 95-92:

A-

 91-88:

B+

 87-84: 

B

 83-80:

B-

 79-76:

C+

 75-72: 

C

 71-68:

C-

 67-60:

D

 59-:

F
Course materials/ required readings

· Kidder, Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A man Who Would Cure The World

· A good thesaurus and collegiate dictionary

· A 2” three-ring binder with dividers and loose-leaf paper for in class writing, heuristics, deep thinking questions, journal responses and class notes 

· During our peer review/editing sessions you will be expected to bring in numerous copies of your draft for review. Therefore, extra print cartridges and printer paper, or money for photocopying purposes will be necessary.
· Rosenwasser and Stephen, Writing Analytically, 4th Edition (distributed)

· WRT 105: Studio I Student Manual 

· MLA Student Handbook
· Selections from the following: Himley & Fitzsimmons, Critical Encounters with Texts (from the Writing Program Committee at Syracuse University), Bartholomae, Ways of Reading
· Various handouts, films and other appropriate source material
Computer Use

Most of the work you do for this class will be handed in word-processed. Use an easily readable 12 point font, include one- inch margins and follow the page layout used by the MLA format described in your handbook. We will also be using email for contact outside class. Use email to contact me about your coursework, to set up an appointment to meet with me during office hours, or to ask a question. Finally, we will be looking at a variety of sites on the Internet at times during the course. 

While computers save us great amounts of time over typewriters and make corrections much simpler, they are also susceptible to crashing and freezing. Save your work frequently, always make backup copies, and plan your projects with extra time allowed for those inevitable glitches. 

Academic Honesty

“Academic honesty: cheating, plagiarism and/or collusion are serious offenses carrying severe consequences, including failure in a course. You are required to give credit for ideas not your own, even if you put them into your own words. The following Syracuse University Policy on Academic Standards applies to you as a student enrolled in a Syracuse University course: 

‘Syracuse University students shall exhibit honesty in all academic endeavors. Cheating in any form is not tolerated, nor is assisting another person to cheat. The submission of any work by a student is taken as a guarantee that the thoughts and expressions are the student's own except when properly credited to another. Violations of this principle include giving or receiving aid in an exam or where otherwise prohibited, fraud, plagiarism, the falsification or forgery of any record, or any other deceptive act in connection with academic work. Plagiarism is the representation of another's words, ideas, programs, formulae, opinions, or other products of work as one's own, either overtly or by failing to attribute them to their true source.

Sanctions for violations will be imposed by the dean, faculty, or student standards Committee of the appropriate school or college. Documentation of such academic dishonesty may be included in an appropriate student file at the recommendation of the academic dean.

Public Communications: Any piece of work bearing a student's name is assumed by the school to guarantee that the thoughts, expressions, editorials, and photographic material not credited to another are literally the student's own.’

In addition, collusion, the secret cooperation in order to defraud, is considered a violation of the above policy and is therefore subject to the same severe consequences and penalties which apply to violations of that policy.” (Courtesy of Syracuse University)
Syracuse University Student Works Policy:

In compliance with the Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, works in all media produced by students as part of their course participation at Syracuse University may be used for educational purposes, provided that the course syllabus makes clear that such use may occur.  It is understood that registration for and continued enrollment in a course where such use of student works is announced constitute permission by the student.

Course Calendar

The following schedule is a daily outline of what we will do in WRT 105.  Detailed assignments will be given each week.  This schedule is subject to change, but please assume that the dates below are the assigned due dates unless otherwise instructed.

	Expert

Beyond Expert
	Mind The Gap! 

	A Jumpstart Unit

	
	Class Activities
	Assignments Due 

	9/5
	Course introduction/Syllabus Review

Present grammar diagnostic exam


	Kidder: Summer dialogic responses due 

Articles with critical thinking map

	9/6
	Peer Review: Revision as “Re-Seeing” 

Invention: Minding the Gap 

Exploring formats and methods that work, deep thinking questions, and brainstorming “little gems” from Kidder
	Annotations/Syllabus questions & concerns

Bring MBM text 

Freire, The Banking Concept of Education/ questions


	9/7
	Friere’s Ideology and personal reflections

Introduce Mind the Gap: Ideas

· Expert Beyond Expert: Gaining new perspectives paper prompt

Heuristic A discussion of Synthesis /little Gems 
	Heuristic Exercise A: Write a 2-paragraph summary of Cantor’s, Multiculturalism, Universalism, and the 21st Century, and locate 5 quotes from MBM that in some way connect in some way to Cantor’s article.

	9/10
	Communal responsibility in a diverse society- defining who or what makes an “expert.”  Brainstorm lists and discuss those who in Cantor’s terms “take responsibility” 
	Visit Bird Library website devoted to shared reading and take notes on anything interesting you find.

Read Writing Analytically, Chapter One

	9/11
	Opinions, Claims and Ideas/ How to write with authority: raising issues vs. settling issues (WA pp. 226-234)

Share quotes and ideas/ begin to compose a tentative claim for the paper

Crafting understanding and self discovery
	Heuristic Exercise: re-write 4 of the quotes from the back of Kidder’s book taking on the following identities: a book reviewer for the NY Times, Chancellor Cantor, a faculty member from the Harvard School of Medicine, and a member of the World Health Organization

Bring in a jumpstart claim for MBM



	9/12
	Seeking binaries, repetition, and strands for making and supporting an argument/ binary oppositions work/ Asking So What?


	WA chapter 3- Interpreting: Asking “So What?”

Continue with your claim work

	9/13
	Evaluation criteria

Expert Beyond Expert: Drafting/Research 
	Expert Beyond Expert: Drafting Work

	9/14
	Q&A Session/ Paper Issues

Expert Beyond Expert: Drafting/Research
	Expert Beyond Expert: Drafting Work- please bring 2 copies of the draft tomorrow for review

	9/17
	Workshopping the paper/ peer feedback and revision strategies/finding a title
	Compose 5 interesting titles for your paper

	9/18
	Workshop Day 2
	Editing Work

	9/19
	WRT. 105 Portfolio Guidelines
	Works Cited/ Editing, and Completed revisions should be worked out. The formal paper is due tomorrow

	9/20
	Expert Beyond Expert: Paper Due ‘Analysis” defined (no dictionaries- class inventions)!
	Read Old’s poem On the Subway and analyze it in terms of binary opposites. What do you notice? What is at stake? ) 

	Asking

So What?
	UNIT I: ANALYSIS


	RE-IMAGINING THE NORMAL



	
	Class Activities
	Assignments Due 

	9/21
	Uncovering Assumptions and putting analysis to work (p107 in WA)

Berger, Ways of Seeing analytic heuristics
	Ways Of Seeing, By John Berger 

Generating and critiquing- heuristic: The Embodied Eye

	9/24
	Image acceptance and appreciation: seeing vs. looking: 
	WA: Chapter 4
Please bring in a photograph for an in-class exercise

	9/25
	Re-Imagining the Normal: Prompt brainstorming “hot spots” in culture- areas of tension where the “normal” is contested or challenged
	Brainstorm how one should define the term “normal”

Read and annotate Price, Artificial Assimilation 

	9/26
	Screen the documentary: Murderball
	Write three extended examples of areas where you feel the normal is contested or challenged (based on yesterday’s class work). Mark the one that you feel will become the framework for your re-imagining essay.

	9/27
	Complete Murderball
	Continue the work above for class

	9/28
	Murderball discussion/ connections Parrish, The Wrong Message


	Todai, Beautiful Losers (SU Intertext)

DTQ due- how does this article speak to the paper prompt?

	10/1
	Topic Carousel: share individual extended examples of contested areas and gain valuable peer feedback (questions and associations) 
	Making Claims- from X to Y

Research and develop ideas

	10/2
	Complete the carousel activity and begin the homework by reviewing peers questions and associations
	Write a description of your topic and include contextual information such as when the example/phenomenon/pattern was first seen, and what you plan to seek/explore and argue 

	10/3
	Research/Workshop
	Example papers for grading

Using Sources Effectively & Ethically

Continue to work on your paper

	10/4
	Research/ Workshop
	Re- imagining the Normal: Preliminary Drafts Due (3 copies)

	10/5
	Workshopping the analysis paper
	Re-imagining the Normal: Drafting

	10/8
	No Class- Columbus Day
	Drafting/ seeking necessary Research

	10/9
	No Class- Conference Day
	Drafting/ Revisions

	10/10
	Writer’s workshop/ Peer Editing/Individual conferences/


	Drafts Due for peer Editing (3 copies)

	10/11
	Peer editing session
	Paper due tomorrow (remember to use appropriate MLA throughout the paper)!

	10/12
	Re-Imagining the Normal Paper Due

Reflection and discussion
	Friere, Second Letter, Don’t Let the Fear of What Is Difficult Paralyze You



	CulturalContactZones 
	UNIT II:  THE DOCUMENTED ARGUMENT


	EXCLUSION & DIFFERENCE 



	
	Class Activities
	Assignments Due 

	10/15
	Pratt, Timed Thinking (20 minutes)

The Argumentative Essay vs. Basic Research: Ideas for solid research as opposed to rehashing old ideas.


	Pratt, Arts of the Contact Zone

Review of Pratt’s essay focusing on how differing cultural perspectives affect research DTQ due

	10/16
	Introduce Documented Argument Paper: Contact Zones: Difference and Exclusion /Review Ideas for research (1 on 10 thinking)
	Writing Analytically, Chapter 5 (1 on 10 and 10 on 1)- Noting where evidence supports the claim:

	10/17
	Complete 1 on 10 /10 on 1 in class 

Distribute and Review

Forming claims over assumptions: sheet
	Crystallizing the Research Topic of Inquiry worksheet for the Culture Clash assignment

(Begin to fill this sheet in, and bring it to class on 10/19

	10/18
	Heuristic exercise: X-Files Binary Episode: formulate and evolve a thesis based on Pratt’s Arts of the Contact Zone ideology and a (1 on 10) based on the episode and chapters
	WA: Chapter 6 and culminating thesis statement sheet (to be turned in)

	10/19
	Complete X-Files work

Crystallizing the Research Topic 

Review evaluation criteria


	Geertz, Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight/ Noting where evidence supports the claim- responses

	10/22
	Examining the modes of research 

MLA/ parenthetical notation

Library Presentation


	Research using databases and ideas from class

Revisions: Crystallizing the Research Topic of Inquiry worksheet

	10/23
	American Contact Zone: 

Thank You for Smoking

DTQ and Argument due after film
	Continue to research in order to formulate a valid thesis 

	10/24
	Film, Thank You for Smoking: a study of contact zone thinking: difference and exclusion.


	Writing Analytically, Chapter 7

Review key terms sheet 



	10/25
	Heuristic exercise: Group Brainstorming Session/ 2 minute index card/ Peer review of what we know…
	Preliminary Research and secondary sources

	10/26
	Tentative thesis statement and thoughts about possible sources for seeking supporting evidence


	Complete the class work to be turned in on Monday

	10/29
	Discussion of various contact zones in the film/society and how the issues might be tweaked for research.  What else comes to light for the viewer?
	DTQ/Arguments due

WA chapter 8: Source Anxiety

	10/30
	Rough “brainstorming” of drafts due 

Peer review workshop: The evolving thesis/ argumentative thesis statements

Share ideas and brainstorm for your weekend draft work
	It’s Your Show: Ethical use of outside sources

Continue to research and work on the preliminary draft

	10/31
	Professional folklorists as researchers- the analytical mindset & delving more deeply into context.  Share legends and think analytically (so what?)
	Brunvand, New Legends for Old

Please bring in an Urban Legend!

Continue to research and work on the preliminary draft

	11/1
	Library research/ ibooks

Independent meetings
	Continue to research and work on the preliminary draft

	11/2
	Library research/ibooks

Independent meetings
	Kantz, Helping Students Use Textual Sources Persuasively 

Writing exercise: Paraphrase Kantz’s ideas in a one-page journal. For this exercise, do not use any direct quotations.



	11/5
	Peer review editing circles- day 1

Individual conferences
	Preliminary Draft of Documented Argument (3 copies)



	11/6
	Peer review editing circles- day 2

Individual conferences


	Continue to work on the rough draft

	11/7
	Inquiry: How to evaluate a website: distinguishing between valid and invalid information on the Internet

Begin to complete the evaluation of one of your sources
	Writing Analytically, Chapter 9

Evaluating Web sites: 

Find a website to evaluate- due 11/14

	11/8
	Power Point Workshop- Meet in the Mac lab 

Compose the slides for your presentation
	PP slide show and drafting- keep working!

	11/9
	No class- Conference Day


	See above & read Egan’s The Thin Red LIne

	11/12
	No class- Veteran’s Day
	See above & read Egan’s The Thin Red Line

	11/13
	The Thin Red Line: A Contact Zone

Heuristic exercise: Mapping and Prompts for further questioning
	Egan, The Thin Red Line  

Learning to observe through mapping, asking questions, and avoiding preliminary assumptions 
DTQ due

	11/14
	Power Point Workshop- Meet in the Mac lab

Compose the slides for your presentation
	Secondary Drafts due tomorrow (3 copies)

	11/15
	Peer “partner” review of drafts 

Individual conferencing
	Drafts Due (3 copies)

	11/16
	Writing Analytically, Chapter 10 

Workshop: Continue Peer “partner” review of drafts
	Response to a peer’s paper- suggestions for the final copy



	11/19
	Student Power Point editing session- Meet in the Mac lab

View a peer’s slide show, and edit for clarity, grammar, and syntax
	Work on the final copy

Works Cited editing

	11/20
	MLA Q&A/ Works Cited

Power point work day
	Work on the final copy

	11/21-11/25
	Thanksgiving Recess


	Research and power point

WA: Chapter 10- focus on conclusion work

	11/26
	Begin power point presentations
	Work on the final copy- due tomorrow

	11/27
	Collect Documented Argument Paper: Contact Zones: Difference and Exclusion

Power point presentations
	Documented Argument Paper Due

	11/28
	Power point presentations

	Fashion the course portfolio

	11/29
	Power point presentations

	Generation “text” Journal: Compose a list of your favorite expressions and/or words

	What’s in a word?
	UNIT III: MULTI-LITERACY


	HOW LANGUAGE DOES ITS WORK



	
	Class Activities
	Assignments Due 

	11/30
	Words, Words, Words… Bite Thy Tongue 

Overview of the discourse of language- considering the function of language in a variety of “texts”
	Orwell Excerpt:  The Politics and the English Language - DTQ



	12/3
	Exercise: What Am I Talking About?

Distribute New Worlds Of Literature

Orwell: DTQ session
	Language and Words, New Worlds of Literature (noting the differences between reading “language” and explication).

 

	12/4
	Phillips, Holes in the Gettysburg Address 

Heffernan, Epithet Morphs Bad Girl to Weak Boy

Analysis of crucial questions and concerns about the ideology of multi-literacy
	Write 2 variations of a letter- Write about the same event to 2 people using the appropriate discourse for each situation.  For example, to a friend using IM language and to a lawyer



	12/5
	A Friendly Conversation? Oates, Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been

Connections to Tannen’s articles
	Tannen, How Male and Female Students Use Language Differently & Sex. Lies, and Conversation



	12/6
	Group Work- What happens when a community decides to take over a language and renegotiate it’s meaning?
	Naglor, Mommy, What Does the Word Nigger Mean?



	12/7
	Social Languages, Porphyria, Bill’s Letter 

Wolff, Say Yes 


	Lee, Persimmons

Ebony and Ivory and DTQ



	12/10
	Rosenbloom, The Taming of the Slur

Distribute and discuss the paper: 

The Troubled Word!

Review student examples


	Sample student papers with grading rubrics (all areas- with justification)

Brainstorm Ideas for your troubled word paper idea

	12/11
	Word Chart reviewed

Troubled Word Ideas and research methods/review of Terrorism as troubled
	Collins, Terrorism

Word Chart- please fill in as much as possible 



	12/12
	Adflip.com- decoding language through advertisements- power point 
	Bring in 2 “sleek” magazine ads for class work

Powerpoint/ 



	12/13
	Writer’s workshop: 

Review Brainstorming and seek ideas
	Preliminary Brainstorming of What’s in a Word (3 copies)



	12/14
	Research Day

Independent Conferencing


	Rough Draft Work

	12/17
	Research Day

Independent Conferencing
	Rough Draft Work

	12/18
	Research Day

Independent Conferencing


	Rough Draft Work

	12/19
	Peer Editing Circles
	Preliminary Rough Drafts Due

	12/20
	Reading TV and Media language/ Group work- what is at stake?

Police Jargon
	TV/Media Jargon- make a list of 5 different discourses heard on TV/Radio.

	12/21-1/1
	Holiday Break- 


	Read Page, From Truth to Truthiness

Please watch an episode of The Colbert Report (Comedy Central or on the web) and write a summary concerning the Word of the Day

	1/2
	Class exercise/discussion: Defining media language and social constructs

Colbert Report: Word of the day(s)


	Continue to work on revisions for the troubled word paper

	1/3
	Reading the media: The language of political satire and humor 

Moore, Canadian Bacon
	Review parenthetical notation in your paper and make needed revisions

	1/4
	Complete Canadian Bacon
Discuss satire and its effect on the culture that does not quite “get it”
	Researchable DTQ Due: Canadian Bacon and political satire

	1/7
	Sharing from the Onion- an overview of wit on the Web!
	In other words: Please bring in an article from The Onion (www.theonion.com)

Brainstorm the way in which words are used to manipulate ideas



	1/8
	Peer editing session

Individual Conferences
	Rough Draft Due (3 copies)

	1/9
	Final peer editing session

Individual Conferences
	Revisions, MLA, and Works Cited

	1/10
	Collect The Troubled Word Paper

Share thoughts about what we have learned concerning language & theory 
	Formal Paper Due 



	1/11
	Reflective Essay/Portfolio Workshop
	

	1/14
	Group thinking- scenarios using the power body language 

Presentations of selected scenarios
	Brooks, We Real Cool
Journal: My body Language

	1/15
	Class Evaluations 
Reflexive Essay/ Portfolio Due


	Portfolio Due

Please hand in a separate copy of the reflexive essay

	1/16
	In class analysis: Class Choice


	New Worlds of Literature (TBA)

	1/17
	In class analysis: Class Choice

Discuss WRT 105 thoughts/ hw


	New Worlds of Literature (TBA)

	1/18
	Course wrap up: 

Analysis of what we have learned and what we still want to know
	WRT 105 thoughts- as explained in class


