English 12R: A Year in Transition

Course Syllabus – Westhill High School

Ms. Donegan, Rm. 315

jdonegan@westhillschools.org 

Introduction

Welcome to 12R English- a gateway course designed to help you foster analytic skills that will prove beneficial as you move on to your next level of education: college, military, workforce, or perhaps, a mix thereof!

Please take the time to read through this syllabus carefully.  You will find a description of the class, the topics, themes, an explanation of some major assignments, and of course, policies (including grading). If you have any questions about the information contained herein, please feel free to speak with me about it early, or make an appointment to see me during IA.

Course Themes

The course is called “A Year in Transition” because it is designed to take you through the culmination of your studies in literature and into the application of your knowledge, reading and writing skills to the world of English as it relates to your future.  We know that you won’t all be English majors (sigh), but I assure you - that doesn’t mean you’ve written your last paper.  The topics, themes, reading selections and writing assignments this year are designed to wean you away from teacher-guided literature study and directed writing process, and to lead you instead toward more independent critical thinking, planning, writing and evaluation of other forms of text.  We want to be sure that you can do it all on your own – and that you come to trust why we made you do it this way in the first place!

The course is organized according to four central topics of study:

· Marking Period #1: College/Workforce Preparation
· Students will research college/career choices, write a college application essay or personal statement, employ literary analysis of short fiction, literary criticism, and write a mandatory research paper with full process (the process will count as 25% of Marking period 1 & the final copy as 25% of Marking period 2).
· Marking Period #2: Will in the World: Contemporary Shakespeare Study
· Let’s admit it: where there is a will, there is a play!  In addition to reading one full length play (teacher choice) students will begin to appreciate Shakespeare on a whole new level, as we look at how his works have become infused within popular culture!
· Marking Period #3: Fear Factor: Analyzing Suspense in Popular Culture 
· This 10- week, teacher selected marking period, will concentrate on the fascination with mystery and suspense as seen in a variety of text and genre.  We will read and analyze contemporary authors and directors, and delve into the classics to examine the psychologies and ideologies of cultures that continuously crave sinister characters and themes alike.
· Marking Period #4: The Art of Effective Communication
· In an effort to communicate ideas successfully, students will present persuasive, and informative speeches, exercise etiquette and “netiquette” in writing email, and employ other impromptu ideas such as 1-minute bios, debating, arguing real world issues, storytelling, and much more.

Skill Development

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:

· Read, understand, and analyze a variety of text for topics and themes

· Identify literary techniques characteristic to a writer’s style

· Effectively annotate texts while reading

· Questions ideas and themes presented by writers in personal writing and class discussion

· Hone writing skills of prewriting, organization, development, and revision

· Develop the use of rhetorical strategies and voice in writing

· Incorporate new vocabulary into your speech and writing

· Identify patterns of grammatical structure in your writing and improve your use of conventions

· Identify new titles for independent reading you can enjoy outside of class

· Consider the role of thinking and reading in your collegiate and personal future

Selected Texts

We will read, analyze and evaluate several types of text this year.  The study of non-fiction will take place with the inclusion of current events, articles and essays from newspapers, magazines and on-line sources to supplement each unit and the major works. 

Media Studies

As we are a visual culture, discussion boards, newspapers, articles, websites, and film will play a supportive role in the learning process for all marking periods.  We will view these types of texts, in part or in whole, to supplement our understanding of the storylines, characters and themes in the major works, or as a way to supplement our understanding of the social, political, and cultural connections between the works and our lives.

*Please note that with a focus on contemporary pieces, (for example Shakespeare studies and the suspense work for MP 3,) I wanted you to be aware that occasionally, it will be necessary to use selections from media that contain adult themes, mature language, sexual, or violent content.  These selections from various texts will be used with care and attention to the educational content. Likewise, texts are subject to change according to the needs of the class.  We may look at additional pieces as opportunities for thematic connections as students’ personal interest arise. Attached, you will find a permission slip to be returned to me at school by September 7th.  If you have any further questions about the course content please feel free to contact me.

Projects
Throughout the year, various projects will be assigned including formal and informal presentations, literary thinking circles, and improvisational activities to get creative juices flowing!  Students will also be asked to revamp a classic Alfred Hitchcock Mystery (from his widely renowned TV Series). The project that will culminate this assignment is the creation of a group iMovie, which will allow the students to bring, and update a selected mystery to life (through film)!  I will remind students that they must follow set guidelines, and be responsible when filming the project.  It is important to me that they enjoy the project while acting responsibly.  As many students have access to digital video cameras at home, they often prefer to film projects outside of school, as it adds to the overall presentation. This is fine, yet all groups will be expected to create the edited iMovie at school to avoid any problems with compatibility of computers.  I will send home a copy of iMovie taping rules when applicable for you to peruse.

Writing Assignments

In this class, writing assignments (both analytical and creative) will be given to emphasize the importance of the writing process – the states of prewriting, drafting, and revising each and every full process writing piece.  Good writers are not born; they are made… through hard work and attention to detail.

In-Class Writing Exercises

Students will maintain a class “thinking” journal in which they will regularly respond to literature, current events and/or personal topics of concern.  This space will also be used to practice writing creatively in response to your reading assignments or as a place to free-write some assignments (others will require typing).  With each unit, there will be opportunities to include other writing forms will your unit evaluation.

The College Application Essay/Personal Statement

Whether you are applying to college or not, crafting the personal statement is a significant writing experience.  To reflect upon your meaningful experiences, to understand their effect upon you, and to consider your identity – this could be the most valuable writing you will have done yet.  You will select a prompt, pre-write and draft a 1,000 – 1,500 word response, and revise for final submission.

Process Writing Pieces

You will write four literature/thesis based essays in connection to the texts you read in class.  You will also write two additional process pieces that seek to connect the study of language use, rhetoric, and speech to communication and English “for the real world.”  

The Research Paper

This year your research paper requires you to write a piece of literary criticism.  After studying one author and several examples of his/her work, you will consult critical resources, formulate a claim concerning the author’s writing style, and present an analysis of that author using details from the selected works and the critical sources as support.  This paper will be at least 5-pages in length; the focus will be on effective literary analysis

Creative Writing

There will be several opportunities to produce creative pieces throughout the year, as it is an important way to hone critical thinking skills.

Language Study: Vocabulary & Grammar

The study of vocabulary and grammar is handled contextually; we study vocabulary as new words present themselves in our literature, and we study grammar as questions arise in our writing.  Improving one’s vocabulary is a direct result of one’s reading habits – students who wish to develop their vocabulary should start first by considering what, how much and how closely they are reading.  If you are interested in additional texts of vocabulary builders (for example, in preparation for the SAT and ACT), please see me for recommended titles.   

Outside Reading

At the beginning of each quarter, the new outside reading assignment and choice list will be presented so that students may acquire their selection early.  Each quarter’s assignment will allow for a different focus on genre, topic or theme relevant to that marking period.   I am a big fan of allowing you to choose what you will be reading (but will sometimes ask for a particular genre)! Please note that no outside reading is required for MP1. 


Marking Period #1

Outside Reading is not required as reading short stories 

and literary criticism is vital for your research paper!

Marking Period #2

Escape Artists – Reading for Pleasure!

Assignment – Book Fair

Marking Period #3

Mystery, They Wrote! Popular Suspense Fiction 

Assignment: Analytic Review

Marking Period #4

Current Events: Summer Reading for Adults

                       Assignment: Pop culture meets characters!

Class Policies & Procedures & Expectations for Class

In order to create the most productive, comfortable and enjoyable working environment for everyone, we must agree to the following conditions:

· Class members must respect the rights of others to speak, share their opinions, and make mistakes.  Talking over others, criticizing and judgment of others will not be tolerated.

· Class members are expected to come to class on time and prepared with materials and completed assignments (and by extension, stay organized!).

· Class members are expected to maintain a positive, helpful and productive attitude.

· Class members must commit to identifying their personal strengths and weaknesses in reading and writing, and to making improvements in those areas.

· Class members must use their time wisely and productively in class, staying on task and paying attention to directions.

· Class members must make regular use of their class agendas to stay on top of their reading, class activities and assignments.

Department Policies

In compliance with department and school policies, students are expected to adhere to the following expectations: 

Homework Policy

Daily assignments will not be accepted late.  If you are unprepared, you will receive a “0.”  A major assignment not turned in during the class that it is due must be submitted any time before the end of the next day’s IA period in order to receive a late grade (a 10-point grade deduction).  Any assignment submitted two days late will receive an “F;” no assignment will be accepted more than two days late.

Absence Policy

If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to make sure you have arranged to submit your daily or major assignment.  Music lessons, school-sponsored activities, or technology problems do not exempt you from these expectations and will not be accepted as excuses.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to stay on track with your assignments as directed by your unit and weekly agenda. You are also responsible for getting the notes and materials you missed, and to complete the in-class activities.

Plagiarism Policy

Any student found to have committed plagiarism on an assignment (daily or major assignments), will receive a “0” for the assignment, will not be allowed to make up that assignment, and may potentially lose all school computer privileges.

For further explanation, please see the Westhill English Department policies (distributed to students and posted in class).

Grading:

	MP1: College/ Work Prep
	MP2: Shakespeare
	MP3: Suspense!
	MP4: Effective Communication

	Research Process-25%

Homework- 30%

Quizzes- 15%

*Portfolio Work- 30%
	Research Paper-25%

Homework- 30%

Quizzes- 15%

Portfolio Work-30%
	Process Pieces-25%

Homework-30%

Quizzes-15%

Portfolio Work-30%
	Process Pieces-40%

Homework-25%

Class Activities and Participation- 35%


*Please note that the category Portfolio Work includes projects and written assignments that are not considered to be full process.

Also, extra-credit reading is available to all seniors during IA.  Reading for 4 sessions earns a 100- quiz grade to be averaged into PowerSchool at the end of the Marking Period! 

Student/Parent or Guardian/Teacher Contract

Communication is the key to success in any work environment; therefore, it is essential that we establish a positive and supportive working relationship.  After you and your parent / guardian have read through the entire syllabus, as well as all department policies, please complete the signature form below.  I believe that you are responsible for your own learning: you will get out of this class what you put into it, but it is my responsibility to provide you with a clear direction and sound philosophy for doing so.   

Please be sure that you keep this syllabus for the duration of the course (that’s the first test!), as you or your parent/guardian may need to refer to it again.  You need only detach this page with the signature form below and submit that to me by Friday, September 7th. 

At any time, you are welcome to call, email, meet with me to discuss this course, and review your son or daughter’s progress. Please remember that a copy of this syllabus is located at my website (linked to westhillschools.org). 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Donegan


I, _________________________, have read this syllabus and agree to complete the work as set forth and comply with the policies described therein.  

__________________________________________
__________

Student Signature





Date

I, ________________________, have also read the syllabus and agree to allow my student to read/view the selections described therein and to complete the assignments as set forth.

__________________________________________
__________

Parent / Guardian Signature




Date

12R: Class Meeting Calendar

The following calendar is quite similar to what you will receive in various college courses. It is intended to provide a daily outline of what we will do in our senior English class for each 10-week marking period. Details concerning the assignments will be given each week, but you will no longer receive a weekly agenda, so please keep this schedule in a safe place for review.  Please note that this schedule is subject to change for a variety of reasons (including class meetings, inclement weather, and class timing of activities) but assume that the dates below are the assigned due dates unless otherwise instructed.
Day
Date

In-Class Activities



Homework

	Wed.
	9/5
	
	

	Thurs.
	9/6
	
	

	Fri.
	9/7
	
	

	Mon.
	9/10
	
	

	Tues.
	9/11
	
	

	Wed.
	9/12
	
	

	Thurs.
	9/13
	
	

	Fri.
	9/14
	
	

	Mon.
	9/17
	
	

	Tues.
	9/18
	
	

	Wed.
	9/19
	
	

	Thurs.
	9/20
	
	

	Fri.
	9/21
	
	

	Mon.
	9/24
	
	

	Tues.
	9/25
	
	

	Wed.
	9/26
	
	

	Thurs.
	9/27
	
	

	Fri.
	9/28
	
	

	Mon.
	10/1
	
	

	Tues.
	10/2
	
	

	Wed.
	10/3
	
	

	Thurs.
	10/4
	
	

	Fri.
	10/5
	
	

	Mon.
	10/8
	Holiday: Columbus Day
	

	Tues.
	10/9
	Staff Development Day
	

	Wed.
	10/10
	
	

	Thurs.
	10/11
	
	

	Fri.
	10/12
	
	

	Mon.
	10/15
	
	

	Tues.
	10/16
	
	

	Wed.
	10/17
	
	

	Thurs.
	10/18
	
	

	Fri.
	10/19
	
	

	Mon.
	10/22
	
	

	Tues.
	10/23
	
	

	Wed.
	10/24
	
	

	Thurs.
	10/25
	
	

	Fri.
	10/26
	
	

	Mon.
	10/29
	
	

	Tues.
	10/30
	
	

	Wed.
	10/31
	
	

	Thurs.
	11/1
	
	

	Fri
	11/2
	
	

	Mon.
	11/5
	
	

	Tues.
	11/6
	
	

	Wed.
	11/7
	
	

	Thurs.
	11/8
	
	

	Fri.
	11/9
	Staff Development Day
	

	Mon.
	11/12
	Veteran’s Day
	

	Tues.
	11/13
	
	

	Wed.
	11/14
	
	

	Thurs.
	11/15
	
	

	Fri.
	11/16
	
	

	Mon.
	11/19
	
	

	Tues.
	11/20
	
	

	Wed.-

Fri.
	11/21-11/23
	Thanksgiving Recess
	

	Mon.
	11/26
	
	

	Tues.
	11/27
	
	

	Wed.
	11/28
	
	

	Thurs.
	11/29
	
	

	Fri.
	11/30
	
	

	Mon.
	12/3
	
	

	Tues.
	12/4
	
	

	Wed.
	12/5
	
	

	Thurs.
	12/6
	
	

	Fri.
	12/7
	
	

	Mon.
	12/10
	
	

	Tues.
	12/11
	
	

	Wed.
	12/12
	
	

	Thurs.
	12/13
	
	

	Fri.
	12/14
	
	

	Mon.
	12/17
	
	

	Tues.
	12/18
	
	

	Wed.
	12/19
	
	

	Thurs.
	12/20
	
	

	Fri.-

Tues.
	12/21-1/1
	Holiday Recess
	

	Wed.
	1/2
	
	

	Thurs.
	1/3
	
	

	Fri.
	1/4
	
	

	Mon.
	1/7
	
	

	Tues.
	1/8
	
	

	Wed.
	1/9
	
	

	Thurs.
	1/10
	
	

	Fri.
	1/11
	
	

	Mon.
	1/14
	
	

	Tues.
	1/15
	
	

	Wed.
	1/16
	
	

	Thurs.
	1/17
	
	

	Fri.
	1/18
	
	

	Mon.
	1/21
	Holiday: Martin Luther King Day
	

	Tues.
	1/22
	
	

	Wed.
	1/23
	
	

	Thurs.
	1/24
	
	

	Fri.
	1/25
	
	

	Mon.
	1/28
	
	

	Tues.
	1/29
	
	

	Wed.
	1/30
	
	

	Thurs.
	1/31
	
	

	Fri.
	2/1
	
	

	Mon.
	2/4
	
	

	Tues,
	2/5
	
	

	Wed.
	2/6
	
	

	Thurs
	2/7
	
	

	Fri.
	2/8
	
	

	Mon.
	2/11
	
	

	Tues.
	2/12
	
	

	Wed.
	2/13
	
	

	Thurs.
	2/14
	
	

	Fri.
	2/15
	
	

	Mon.- Fri.
	2/18-2/22
	Winter Recess
	

	Mon.
	2/25
	
	

	Tues.
	2/26
	
	

	Wed.
	2/27
	
	

	Thurs.
	2/28
	
	

	Fri.
	2/29
	
	

	Mon.
	3/3
	
	

	Tues.
	3/4
	
	

	Wed.
	3/5
	
	

	Thurs.
	3/6
	
	

	Fri.
	3/7
	
	

	Mon.
	3/10
	
	

	Tues.
	3/11
	
	

	Wed.
	3/12
	
	

	Thurs.
	3/13
	
	

	Fri.
	3/14
	
	

	Mon.
	3/17
	
	

	Tues.
	3/18
	
	

	Wed.
	3/19
	
	

	Thurs.
	3/20
	
	

	Fri.- Mon.
	3/21- 3/24
	Good Friday & Easter Monday
	

	Tues.
	3/25
	Staff Development Day
	

	Wed.
	3/26
	
	

	Thurs.
	3/27
	
	

	Fri.
	3/28
	
	

	Mon.
	3/31
	
	

	Tues.
	4/1
	
	

	Wed.
	4/2
	
	

	Thurs.
	4/3
	
	

	Fri.
	4/4
	
	

	Mon.
	4/7
	
	

	Tues.
	4/8
	
	

	Wed.
	4/9
	
	

	Thurs.
	4/10
	
	

	Fri.-

Fri.
	4/11- 4/18
	Spring Recess
	

	Mon.
	4/21
	
	

	Tues.
	4/22
	
	

	Wed.
	4/23
	
	

	Thurs.
	4/24
	
	

	Fri.
	4/25
	
	

	Mon.
	4/28
	
	

	Tues.
	4/29
	
	

	Wed.
	4/30
	
	

	Thurs.
	5/1
	
	

	Fri.
	5/2
	
	

	Mon.
	5/5
	
	

	Tues.
	5/6
	
	

	Wed.
	5/7
	
	

	Thurs.
	5/8
	
	

	Fri.
	5/9
	
	

	Mon.
	5/12
	
	

	Tues.
	5/13
	
	

	Wed.
	5/14
	
	

	Thurs.
	5/15
	
	

	Fri.
	5/16
	
	

	Mon.
	5/19
	
	

	Tues.
	5/20
	
	

	Wed.
	5/21
	
	

	Thurs.
	5/22
	
	

	Fri.
	5/23
	
	

	Mon.
	5/26
	Memorial Day
	

	Tues.
	5/27
	
	

	Wed.
	5/28
	
	

	Thurs.
	5/29
	
	

	Fri.
	5/30
	
	

	Mon.
	6/2
	
	

	Tues.
	6/3
	
	

	Wed.
	6/4
	
	

	Thurs.
	6/5
	
	

	Fri.
	6/6
	Last Day of Classes??
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