English 11RS- 2007-2008 Course Syllabus  

Ms. Donegan- Room 315 


Literature
Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men, 

Shakespeare, The Tragedy of Macbeth, 

Miller, The Crucible, 

Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451
Other units of study will include: The Short Story, Poetry, and Outside Reading (for each quarter).

Vocabulary 
Lists are prepared by English 11 Teachers.

Essays/Writing
Various pieces will be completed for your portfolio and class work including:  Literary Analysis, Creative Writing, NYS Regents Review Work, Articles, and Journals.
Grammar/Spelling  
Grammar and spelling is graded and reviewed in student writing. Some grading rubrics will include these elements, and often, class discussions will be centered on problem areas.
Homework & Quizzes  

It is important that you complete all homework assignments and prepare for quizzes!  Some will be announced, but some will not!  Keep up with assignments and you will always be ready!
Exams And Projects
An assessment will be given after each unit of study.  Sometimes it will be a paper in response to literature, yet standard tests will be given other times.  Projects will include artwork, creative writing, and computer-based assignments.

Discussion Board Work

You will be able to access the discussion board at my website at westhillschools.org 

 I will post topics and information on weekly agendas.

Grading
Process Essays & Projects- 25%

Tests & Quizzes: 25%

Homework -25%

Literacy Portfolio-25%
Please Purchase the Following Materials:

· A composition notebook for literacy work & journaling.

· A binder with room for hole punched materials and notes 

· Pens (black or blue) & #2 pencils

· Post-its and index cards

· During the year, other purchases might be necessary (for example, outside reading books and review books).  
End of the Year Testing

At the end of the year, all 11th graders will take an in-class final (usually given on the last day of class).  This exam will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions. The breakdown is as follows:

· 20 vocabulary questions (from the following literature)

· 10 Literature questions on Macbeth
· 10 Literature questions on The Crucible

· 10 Literature questions on Of Mice and Men

This exam grade is worth 10% of your final exam, as ONE Regents essay is added to make the total 20%. (Really, the final is like a whole graded marking period- so study)!  I will explain it all in further detail as we move through the year, so don’t stress!  I am here to help you pass…
The NYS English Regents Exam

At the end of this year, you will also take the NYS English Regents Exam.  This is a two-day, 6-hour exam, consisting of four different reading and writing tasks designed to evaluate various comprehension, analytical and critical thinking skills.  In addition, you will complete 26 multiple-choice questions designed to evaluate your listening and reading comprehension skills.  While the exam is quite long and demanding, the skills it assesses are truly practical and indicative of a student’s skill development in his/her English Language Arts history.

Class Policies & Procedures

Expectations for Class 

In order to create the most productive, comfortable and enjoyable working environment for everyone, we must agree to the following conditions:

· Class members must respect the rights of others to speak, share their opinions, and make mistakes.  Talking over others, criticizing and judgment of others will not be tolerated.

· Class members are expected to come to class on time and prepared with materials and completed assignments (and by extension, stay organized!).

· Class members are expected to maintain a positive, helpful and productive attitude.

· Class members must commit to identifying their personal strengths and weaknesses in reading and writing, and to making improvements in those areas.

· Class members must use their time wisely and productively in class, staying on task and paying attention to directions.

· Class members must make regular use of their class agendas to stay on top of their reading, class activities and assignments.

· Students are expected to bring necessary materials and homework to class each day.

· All major essays need to be typed, double-spaced, with an appropriate 12 point font- unless otherwise directed in class.

· To receive full credit for work, a student must submit his/her assignment during the   regularly scheduled English class on the day the assignment is due. 

· An assignment submitted after a student’s regularly scheduled class on the due date, but before the end of IA the next day will be considered one day late, and will receive a 10 point grade reduction.

· No assignment will be accepted that is more than 2 days late (This equals a “0”).

· In order to move on to Senior English, each student must pass this course with a grade of 70 or above.  Regular attendance in class and satisfactory completion of all assignments increase your success in class!

· IA/Office hours will be posted.  Students are encouraged to sign up and meet with me!!

Department Policies

In compliance with department and school policies, students are expected to adhere to the following expectations: 

Homework Policy

Daily assignments will not be accepted late.  If you are unprepared, you will receive a “0.”  Major assignments not turned in during the class that it is due must be submitted any time before the end of the next day’s IA period in order to receive a late grade (a 10-point grade deduction).  Any assignment submitted two days late will receive an “F;” no assignment will be accepted more than two days late.

Absence Policy

If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to make sure you have arranged to submit your daily or major assignment.  Music lessons, school-sponsored activities or technology problems do not exempt you from these expectations and will not be accepted as excuses.

If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to stay on track with your assignments as directed by your unit and weekly agenda. You are also responsible for getting the notes and materials you missed, and to complete the in-class activities.

Plagiarism Policy

Any student found to have committed plagiarism on an assignment (daily or major assignments), will receive a “0” for the assignment, will not be allowed to make up that assignment, and may potentially lose all school computer privileges.

For further explanation, please see the Westhill English Department policies (distributed to students and posted in class).

Please read and sign the next page to be returned to me by 9/7/2007.

Student/ Parent or Guardian/Teacher Contract

Communication is the key to success in any work environment; therefore, it is essential that we establish a positive and supportive working relationship.  After you and your parent / guardian have read through the entire syllabus, as well as all department policies, please complete the signature form below.  I believe that you are responsible for your own learning: you will get out of this class what you put into it, but it is my responsibility to provide you with a clear direction and sound philosophy for doing so.   

Please be sure that you keep this syllabus for the duration of the course, as you or your parent/guardian may need to refer to it again. I will place a copy online at my website in case you lose this one!  You need only detach this page with the signature form below and submit that to me by Friday, September 7th. 

At any time, you are welcome to call, email or meet with me to discuss this course and the student’s progress.  I look forward to meeting with you!

Sincerely, 

Ms. Donegan


I, _________________________, have read this syllabus and agree to complete the work as set forth and comply with the policies described therein.  

__________________________________________
__________

Student Signature





Date

I, ________________________, have also read the syllabus and agree to allow my student to read/view the selections described therein and to complete the assignments as set forth.

__________________________________________
__________

Parent / Guardian Signature




Date
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