Suggestions for Enhancing Language Skills in School-Age Children:

1.  Provide ample opportunities to practice oral expression skills throughout the day:

·  Encourage detailed descriptions of experiences and ideas.

·  Prompt with phrases such as “Tell me more.” and “I’m not sure what you mean.”

·  Have him/her send verbal messages to others.

·  Listen to summaries of stories he/she has read/heard or watched.

· Have him/her tell you the steps of a multi-step process such as playing a game.

2.   Encourage reading of developmentally appropriate literature outside of school to help build vocabulary skills and overall comprehension.    

· Practice verbal reasoning skills with “Why” and “How” questions.  (“Why do you think that happened?”)

· Reading aloud to your child will help develop visualization skills and oral comprehension skills.

3.  Encourage re-telling of jokes and riddles.  Have your child explain why they are funny.  Don’t forget all those knock-knock jokes.  Check the public library for joke and riddle books.

4.    There are multiple sources of language-oriented “entertainment”, including several commercial games.  Here are a few ideas:  

· “BLURT!”, Junior Version.  Players are challenged to be the first to name a word that is defined.

· Tri-Bond, Jr.  Players try to figure out a common bond between three different words.

· Apples to Apples, Junior 9+.  In this game, players match one of his/her noun cards to an adjective card in hopes that the “judge” will choose the match as the best compared to those of the other players.  Players often use their verbal reasoning skills to defend or advocate for their choices.

· Taboo, Junior.  A player tries to get the others to guess a mystery word without using specific words.

· 20Q.  This little battery operated gadget asks you 20 yes/no questions about an object of your choosing and will then determine what that object is-  with amazing accuracy.  Don’t forget about playing 20 Questions the old fashioned way.

· Crossword puzzles.

· Reader’s Digest has some great publications about family games you can play with little or no materials.  Available through the county public libraries:  The Treasury of Family Games.

· I Spy.  This game encourages players to use specific vocabulary for objects in their environment.

Encourage your child to teach friends and visitors the rules and strategies of the games they play. 

